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GRASS PLOTS GFTHE GITY

The Little Parks That Dot the Area
of the Capital

Uibjections to Giving Over Trinngu-
Inr Spaces for Bullding Furposces—

Views of Washington
Lpon the Subjeci—Iinteresiing Let-
the First President

General

ters From

The parks of a clty have been well desig-
ooted ms Its lungs, and, as the breathing
sppuratos of the individual 15 compored of
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umerous little cells,
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most perspiring wayiarer fecls cooled and
tefreshed as he stops Lo resy upon a seat
and look and listen to the rippling water
It Is no wonder that the peopla of Wash-
lngton should want to presoryg the 5"
of their clty intaet; that they should jeal-
d each tiny cell from the dangor
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to increase the broathing power of the
parched summer streets by adding new
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And so |t happers that in many hand-
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the people I some of theze gquarters
have formod a which they in-
tend prescnting * praper authori-
then, It s thn v [.ll\l'ﬂ'll'lln oL compen-
eate the owne such property, and con-

era relative 1o these portioms of ground,
was the power of non-insertion, but It ap-
pears to me that their not having been
iuserted, leaves them exactly im the same
predicament as (ke other portions of the
city Intendwd for appropristlons, Dbut
oeilher yeot expresaly designated ns appro-
priations, por oven as reservations. They
may be constdered as reservations, because
the points of squares have been cut off,
and these latter, therefore, are rendered by
your declaration of 26th of December, 1706,
subject to payment, and consequenily to
public appropcistion.

“If no objection can be made to this,
which, indeed, iv warranisd by the deeds of
trust, surely less validity must be given lo

objections against the adoption of areas,
Ferstofore considered only 22  stroels,
which, by adoptior, will be paid for and

rendered highly wseful and ornamental, If
any objection ean arise, It hasx bhees justly
observed o your letter last gquoted [hat
they might with equal propriety ask pay-
ment for strects. for these spaces differ In
nothing from the avenues but (n extent,
and every avenue might, by parity of eliubm,
be reduced to a  sireet or be charged (o
the public. No individual has ever con-
tended for the Insérijon of these Irregular
portions, except Mr, George Walker; but
the principle bBeing admitted, the pight
will be universally claimed. Many haye
sold lots frenting on these open spaces;
the map of the city bhas he publizshed
without them, and compiaints of injustice
will certainly be made by persons who
have already purchased, §f (Nese spaces be
filled up by private lots; besides, these [n-
gertions not Accompanying the maps now
Mapersed, strapgers might be liable (o
runtinus! impositions by purchasing lots
apparently on open arcss on the map, but
in reality only fronting hilea or prenter
nuisances; for these lois are too small to
admit of houses mll around and cemveni-
ences within: 2o that it sppears fot anly
AR the plan of the city to losert them
iuniesa for public appropriations. which I
should advoes hut it would be highly
unjust to indi aa well thoss who
may purchase, as those who bécome pro-
prietors. and it wonld materially iojure the
convenlence of the city by occupyiong for
privaze purposes those places so easy of
access and so necessary for the publie:

*“1 have the honor to be, =iry with sincére
regard, your very nespectful friend, ete.,

“WILLIAM THORNTON.
“Genernl Washington ™

Gepernl Washington'™s HReply.
The following is Washington's reply to
Lhie above:

“Fedoral City. June 1, 1799

“Sir: In replying to your [avor of yes-
terday’s date, 1 must beg leave (o premise
thot wigen I Tefl the chair of government it
wak with & determination not to inter-
meddle in any public matter which did not
tmmedintely coneern . amd that | have
felt no disposition since to alter this de-
terminaii Dut =@ you have requestsd
that I would give you my ideas on a cer-
tain point which seems to have occupled
the attention of = Board of Commission-

THEFLOWERS OF MAYTINE

Some of the Treasnres of Local
Fields and Forests,

The Nomerons Varieties of (he
Dainty Vielet, Biae, Purple, Gold,
and White=The Arnica Flaming
in the Woods—¥uy-Apple,

wood, Tulip Tree,

Nog=
and Others,

While the increase in the temperature

may not drive the average citisen to writ-
ing poetry on the season, and marriage
relations and other serious business may
prevent Lis mind from turnisg “lightly to
thoughis of love," Il Is more than prob-
able that ke will not prove so plilegmatio
fa to remaln walouched by the l;!\'n.'li:v\'l
quickly unfolding about bim, on the luwn,
in the park, and, best of ail, la the mesilow
and woor £ If no more, he will at loasts
exhibit gratitude that the trees, linjug the
sidewalks, have put out foliage o aerve
as his cancpy ffom an over-ardant sun.
it he cares to go bevond thls in %z in-
vestigntiona he will pole many "a curious
lthing ln naiure.
. With the advapce of the scason (he
flowers of May surpass In form and dross
thelr slztcsa who followed oo closely the
Eastertlde and donned thelr spring gowns
in April. The oarly flowers, as a class,
are bold In drawing and broad I design;
the inter ones have a longer time in which
to mature and the result is more fnished.
Perhaps this holds true with the bloom of
#till later months, bul to the popular w'nd
none are so dear as the blossoms of May,

Beut of all the pew treasures is the vie-
Iet, of course. 1t |s the very aymbol of the
penson in which it blooms. To ths Imiti-
ated, however, the name. violel doss oot
mean a single species, for thers are many
kinds, The most abundant blue one (viols
palmata) has heart-shaped leaves, vhich
are arrow-shaped in a less common sort
iviola sagiitatay, while yet a third (vinla
pedats), the bird-foot violet, has leaves
cut up into segments so that they some-
what resetnble the spread toes of a bird's
foot, as the name implien. The bitssoms
of this la=t are large, light blue with yele
low ws< and they possess & faint, deli-
cious oldor that makes the species more
precious than its brothers, winge me=t ot
our wild species are. unlike those of the

Boglish, entireless scentless,
Of white violets we have several kinds—
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